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Registration for Slush 2016 is now open. Organized for the ninth time, the world-renowned 
startup and technology event is set to take place on November 30–December 1, in Helsinki. 
The focus is on facilitating founder and investor meetings and building a world-wide 
startup community. Preceding Slush, Slush Asia returns in May as over 4,000 visioners 
worldwide gather in Tokyo.

In 2015, Slush brought together 15,000 attendees, including 1,700 startups, 
800 venture capital investors and 630 journalists from exactly 100 countries. 
Rather than concentrating on expanding, this year’s focus is entirely on 
the main mission of Slush: to help the next generation of world-conquering 
founders forward. This is done through connecting startup hubs globally to 
provide better access to capital, networks and talent. 

“‘Our focus is on creating an event that brings the highest value to the 
startups. We will go all-in in making sure we create an event that generates 
opportunities for founders and investors to connect. Continuing the 
development of our matchmaking software that generated over 4,000 pre-
booked meetings at the event last year, is among our top priorities,“ says 
Marianne Vikkula, President of Slush.

COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE NORDIC COUNTRIES CONTINUES 
TO STRENGTHEN IN 2016

The technology ecosystem in the Nordic countries has never been more 
intriguing than it is today. At Slush we want to emphasize the importance of 
developing the Nordic startup community, and over the past years we have 
had a mission to bring the Nordic entrepreneurship hubs closer together. 
One of our many highlights last year was our trip to New York, where the 
most prominent Nordic startup organizations came together to promote 
Nordic collaboration, and showcase the Nordic startup scene in the U.S.

“This was the first time that Nordic ecosystem leaders came together at 
once. It set the tone for enhanced collaboration, culminating in a record-high 
Nordic participation at Slush 2015,” explains Eva Fogdell, Head of Nordic 
Operations at Slush. 

REGISTRATION FOR SLUSH 2016 OPENS AND SLUSH ASIA IS JUST 
AROUND THE CORNER



Slush will continue to invest in the collaboration between the Nordic 
countries and strengthen it further through organizing several events both 
in the Nordic region and internationally. The next time the Nordic ecosystem 
will come together in Tokyo during Slush Asia in May.

SLUSH ASIA RETURNS TO JAPAN AS ONE OF THE LARGEST INTERNATIONAL 
STARTUP EVENTS 

Slush Asia was organized for the first time last year in Tokyo, and it gathered 3,000 
attendees, including 250 startups, 100 investors, and 200 media representatives 
from all around the world. “This marked a new chapter of bridging dialogues between 
startup communities across Asia and the world,” explains Antti Sonninen, Main 
Organizer of Slush Asia. 

This year, Slush Asia will continue to aspire to build a startup ecosystem to ignite the 
potential in Japan. “Founding a startup is still a rare career choice in Japan. Slush 
Asia is changing that by building new role models and a community of support. We 
make sure that the ambition level is high enough also in this part of the world,” says 
Sonninen. 

The event is expected to increase in size: on May 13–14, over 4,000 visionaries 
worldwide will gather in Tokyo. The theme for 2016 is all about the dialogue between 
human and technology, and the program features sessions on artificial intelligence, 
IoT, robotics, VR, and space technology, showcasing the most prominent startups 
on a mission to revolutionize traditional industries in Asia. The program features 
keynotes from prominent speakers, including Nikesh Arora, President of SoftBank, 
Geoff Lewis, Partner of Founders Fund, Tomoko Namba, Founder of DeNA, Akiko 
Naka, CEO of Wantedly, and Taavet Hinrikus, Co-founder of Transferwise. 
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